GRAPHIC
AMBITIONS

Designer Greg Natale brings drama
to a Melbourne family home through dark,
moody interiors juxtaposed with bold
geometric prints | R&TEIGreg Natale#
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STUDY IN CONTRAST

The flooring and the stairs of the
entrance are in Carrara marble, offset
by a striking black and white rug from
Designer Rugs and the statement
Rock Edge chandelier by John Pomp
from A. Rudin. Gold accessories
amplify the home's luxurious feel
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Time was of the essence when designing this spectacular family
abode. "From start to finish, we only had six months for concept, design,
construction and installation," explains Greg Natale. Luckily for the Sydney-
based designer, Greg was already familiar with the family’s needs and tastes,
having previously designed a home for them on the other side of the world
in Oklahoma - a sophisticated mansion with a bold equestrian theme for
the avid horse lovers.

Their second collaboration is situated on an upscale, tree-lined
residential enclave in Melbourne. The homebuyers were initially drawn to
the two-level, seven-bedroom home because of its welcoming red brick
shell, which opens out onto a sparkling swimming pool and backyard. Their
five rambunctious young children could have the time of their lives there,
while the couple could laze away the sun-drenched afternoons.
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THE COOL MONOCHROMATIC PALETTE IS
AN IDEAL BACKDROP FOR THE DESIGNER’S
BRAZEN USE OF GRAPHIC PRINTS
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UPON REFLECTION

The dining room features a
Ring dining table from Holly
Hunt surrounded by Avalon
side chairs from Kelly
Wearstler. A feature wall

in the dining room is clad
with a custom aged mirror,
lending a vintage feel
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“WITH REGARD TO THE USE OF GEOMETRY AND PATTERN,
THIS IS SOMETHING THAT I HAVE LONG ESTABLISHED
AS A SIGNATURE IN MY INTERIORS AND PRODUCT DESIGN”

Greg focused on redesigning the home's dated interiors, moving many of the existing walls in
order to open up the space. He's done so by delineating areas with the clever use of timber panelling,
custom joinery, shelving and slatted ceilings, so rooms flow into one another effortlessly without the
need for closed-off quarters.

Further emphasising the handsome design direction, Greg and the homeowners agreed on
a cool monochromatic palette — an ideal backdrop for the designer’s brazen use of graphic prints,
seen throughout the home in the soft furnishings, the patterned rugs and cushions in the living area
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and foyer, and the throws in the bedrooms. "With
regard to the use of geometry and pattern, this
is something that | have long established as a
signature in my interiors and product design,”
says Greg. "l love patterns - | think anyone will
recognise that."

The pieces that adorn the home's interiors
were selected with care, particularly those
priceless items that blur the line between
furniture and fine art. The Salvador Dali Bracelli
lamp for BD Barcelona in the living room is a
good example - it stands out as an arresting
sculptural showpiece next to timeless mid-
century modern collectibles including the Fritz
Hansen Swan and Egg chairs. Dynamism is also
created by juxtaposing Richard Blackwell's
angular wall sculpture Double Trouble with soft,
rounded forms of the furnishings in the living
room. "For me, the formal living room is the real
hero," Greg explains. "It not only encapsulates
the spirit of the project, but | feel it is really well
resolved and also plays host to some of my
favourite pieces in the house."
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LINES AND EDGES

A faceted side table by
Barbara Barry for Baker is
juxtaposed with a geometric
carpet by Greg Natale for
Designer Rugs. Black and
white artworks by Adrian
Lockhart match the room's
monochromatic theme
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ELEGANT NOOKS

The bathroom features a
Haven freestanding bath from
Apaiser, Bisazza's Labarinto
Nero mosaic tiles and a honed
Grigio Carnico marble floor.
The pool and terrace provide
a great space for parents and
kids alike to unwind
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Although the curated interiors remain sophisticated and grand, Greg took the needs of the
homeowners into consideration by designing a comfortable family room - a large U-shaped sofa that
can easily (and comfortably) accommodate all seven of them. At the heart of every successful project
is the delicate balance struck between a designer’'s ambitions and the needs of its inhabitants - a
compromise that's evidently been reached in this Melbourne residence. Greg says, "What | love about
the client-and-designer relationship is that we can each nudge the other in new directions creatively
- and that's all part of the thrill of seeing the project come together." //
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