


From a narrow terrace house that appears larger through use of
mirrors, to a 670m? penthouse apartment that uses lush fabrics
to create a more intimate environment, these projects
demonstrate how to create an inviting interior




Front to back

Instead of opting for a typical terrace house conversion, the designer
of this home took his cue from the original interior layout

Dmp]v are often drawn to a home for
its character, rather than more prac-

tical reasons, such as room size and
layout. Dealing with small or awkwardly
shaped rooms makes interior design a
challenge, but with the right approach,
even the most compact home can be
transformed into one that feels open and
spacious,

This is often the case
tional terrace houses — they
of character, but they can
do-ups. Their narrow shape,

with tradi-
have plenty
be difficult
solid walls
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and lack of light require an innovative
design approach. For many architects and
designers, the solution has been to gut the
interior to create open-plan spaces with a
family living area opening out to the rear.
But that wasn’t a plan that would work for
this house, says designer Greg MNatale.
“The owners liked the idea of sepa-
rate spaces, but to provide a living area
at the rear would have alienated the front
rooms,” he says. “It was important to link
the entire house, from front to back, which
is why there is a direct line of sight from

Trendsideas.com/go/7381

the front door through to the rear.”

For this reason, also, MNatale says he
chose to retain the original layout, keeping
the living room at the front of the house,
and positioning the kitchen in the middle.

“The kitchen became the hub of the
house, having a strong connection to
the living area at the front, as well as the
courtyard at the rear.”

Matale says the original house, which
was built in the 1880s, was not only
narrow, but also very dark.

“The owners wanted a sleek,
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minimalist interior with a lot of glass and
mirrors, which was an ideal way to create
a light, spacious look.”

To this end, the right-hand wall of the
living area features floor-to-ceiling mirror
panelling. This extends from the front
door through to the kitchen.

As well as doubling the apparent
size of the house, the mirrored wall also
reflects light, making the interior bright
and airy. White walls further enhance this
effect. The floors, however, feature a dark-
stained wood, which provides a strong

|
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Preceding pages: Floor-to-ceiling mirrors line one
wall of this renovated terrace house, effectively
doubling its apparent width, and reflecting light
into the formerly dark interior.

Faeing page and abowe: The view from the front
door extends through the living and dining rooms,
to the kitchen, bathroom and courtyard beyond.
While interior walls define each of these spaces, the
rooms flow seamlessly.

Left: The living room at the front of the house

includes a new gas fireplace with a contemporary,
custom-designed Calacutta marble insert.
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contrast and helps to visually ground
the space.

The kitchen is raised a step up from
the front rooms, as it was in the original
laynut_ Matale says it was easier to retain
this change of level, which also helps to
create a sense of separation.

Like the rest of the house, the kitchen
reflects the uncluttered, minimalist theme.
The cabinetry features flush, mirrored
doors, and where possible, appliances
are integrated. A solid, square-shaped
island with negative detailing provides an

additional work top and storage.
“Minimalism is all about detailing,”
says MNatale. “Every item needs to be
carefully considered as it plays such an
important role in achieving the overall
look. This includes ensuring lines are per-
fectly straight, which can be difficult in an

ae

old home.
Matale chose large pendant lights to
add impact to the living and dining areas.
“Using wvery dramatic, over-scaled
pendants was a way to play up the
space, There is a very fine line between

Facing page: Although an internal roam, the formal
dining room receives reflected natural light from
the front and rear of the house. Over-scale light
pendants were chosen to make a strong visual
statement. Designer Greg Natale says large items
can also make a small space seem larger, while too
many small items ¢an emphasise a lack of space.

Above: The kitchen is slightly elevated above the
dining room, creating a sense of separation. Mew
stairs to the upper level feature glass balustrading
that is in keeping with the materials used elsewhere
in the house.
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Above: A walkway extends from the kitchen to the
courtyard beyond the bathroom. This area features
similar travertine tiles to the interior, creating a
saamless look between inside and out.

Above right: To maintain the wview through the
house from the front door to the courtyard, the
bathroom is designed to resemble a glass box.
The sunken bath and cantilevered basin ensure the
fixtures don't interfers with the line of sight.

Facing page, lower: Philippe Starck stools and

a retro vintage chair create a colourful outdoor
entertaining area.
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creating a minimalist interior and a room
that is simply boring. Introducing textured
elements is another way to achieve the
right balance in a minimalist interior.”

This was also a reason for the choice of
striated travertine for the bathroom floors
and walls, he says.

“The bathroom plays a significant role
in this house. As it is the last room lead-
ing through to the courtyard, it needed to
be transparent to retain that line of sight
from the front door. For this reason, it is
effectively a glass box with louvred walls

t Trendsideas. com/ga/ 7381

and everything sunken out of sight — the
tub is set into the floor, and the basin
cantilevered so the view is not restricted.
Using the patterned travertine ensures it is
also a visually interesting space.”

Access to the courtyard is through
large bifolding doors at the side of the
kitchen. Philippe Starck stools and a
curved, vintage, retro-styled seat add a
touch of whimsy to this outdoor entertain-
ing area. Similar travertine tiling links the
courtyard with the house, enhancing the
sense of a single, large space.



Dasigner: Greg Matale, Greg Natale Imenor Design
(Sydnayl

Builder: Ciolino Constructions

Kitechen manufacturer: Tusa Brothers

Bifnds: Blinds By Bayliss

Tiling: Striato traverting from RMS

Paints: Dulux

Lighting: J5E

Furniture: Eames dining chairs with Eiffel Tower base
from Living Edge

Kitchen cabinets: Sihver mirrar

Benchtops: White Conan

Splashback: Laminex

Oven and hob: Wela

Ventilation: Smeg

Refrigerator and dishwasher: Fizher & Paykel
Bathroom vanity and bath: Duraat

Basin and tapware: Rogerseller

Bathroom Hooring and walls: Striato traverting
from RMS

FPhotography by Mark Mawson
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